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Churches for supremacy in Bulgaria, which we saw
in the times of the present Czars, has been once more
apparent.

Prince Ferdinand's marriage and the birth of an
heir strengthened the dynasty but weakened its great
minister.    From  that  date,  the   sovereign   became
increasingly impatient of control, until at last on the
3 ist of May, 1894, the world learnt with surprise that
he had dismissed the u Bismarck of Bulgaria" from
his counsels.    His alliance with a Bourbon princess
had greatly increased his desire for recognition, and
he regarded his minister as the chief obstacle in the
way.    There were  intriguers at the Prince's elbow,
old colleagues whom Stambuloff s growing arrogance
had alienated, who poisoned their sovereign's mind
against  the  Premier.     Relations  between   the  two
men became worse ; conversations at the palace were
faithfully  reported  to  the  minister,   who   was   not
backward in telling his master to his face what he
thought of his conduct.    Stambuloff twice offered to
resign, the Prince declined to accept his resignation,
fearing that the great popularity, which his minister
had just gained by the appointment of the second
batch of Bulgarian bishops in Macedonia, would make
him even more dangerous in opposition than in office.
A domestic  scandal, in which  one of StambulofTs
most trusted colleagues was involved, gave the Prince
his opportunity.    He pressed for the nomination of a
favourite  of his own  to  the  vacant  portfolio,  and
carried his point by threatening to abdicate rather
than yield.    The presence of an enemy within his
Cabinet embarrassed the Premier and  emboldened